
Machine Learning Reading Exercise. ELTEC English

Strategy: This is a learning exercise and not a test. Please follow the instructions to 
improve your writing.


1. Read each paragraph and write its theme (a suitable heading) and key words. Write 
the heading in one sentence and only three key words.


2. Once you’ve done this for all paragraphs, you will not face any problem in the heading 
questions. You’ll notice that key words will help you answer other questions very 
effectively.


3. Most fill in the blank questions and multiple choice questions are based on the key 
words. However, most students fail to identify them and commit errors in finding 
correct answers.


TIME: 20 minutes, 13 questions.


A. For a ten-year-old, Amartya is a thoughtful chap. One Monday morning at the Khan 
Lab School (KLS) in Mountain View, California, he explains that his maths is “pretty 
strong” but he needs to work on his writing. Not to worry, though; Amartya has a plan. He 
will practise grammar on-line, book a slot with an English teacher and consult his mentor.


Question 1: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 2: Please write the key words:


B. This is the sort of pluck KLS produces. Its pupils do not have homework or report 
cards or spend all day in classrooms. They are not stratified by age; they share common 
spaces as they pursue individual goals and schedules, using software built by in-house 
developers to take tests and watch video lessons from the school’s sister organisation, 
Khan Academy, which makes online tutorials. Half the teachers act like tutors, helping 
with academic work. The rest mentor pupils in character traits such as curiosity and self-
awareness. 


Question 3: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 4: Please write the key words:


C. The idea of using technology to revamp education is not new. In 1928, Sidney Pressey, 
a psychologist, invented a “teaching machine” which he imagined “freeing teacher and 
pupil from educational drudgery”. The automaton had a paper drum displaying multiple-
choice questions. Pressing the right key moved the drum on, yielding sweets for smarty-
pants.
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Question 5: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 6: Please write the key words:


D. Despite its sugar-coated bait, Pressey’s teaching machine went the way of most such 
technology. It did not live up to the hype. Since then a succession of inventions promising 
to overhaul schools has done no such thing. Information technology has reshaped other 
sectors; it has had little impact on education. This has not been for want of hardware. 


Question 7: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 8: Please write the key words:


E. In 1984, the year the first Macintosh was launched, American schools averaged one 
computer for every 125 pupils. By 2012 there were five for every nine. But this big bang in 
access to IT had “little or no positive effect” on outcomes such as test scores, according 
to an analysis of trials from around the world published last year by George Bulman and 
Robert Fairlie of the University of California. In 2015 the OECD found no link between 
what countries spend on IT in schools and their 15-year-olds’ abilities in maths, science 
and reading. 


Question 9: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 10: Please write the key words:


F. Now, though, the stasis is finally starting to shift, for two reasons. The first is that 
“edtech” is increasingly able to interact with students in sophisticated ways. Recent 
studies show that software which imitates the responsive role of a tutor rather than just 
cranking out questions and answers can indeed accelerate children’s learning. The 
second reason is the experience of a growing number of schools, like KLS, which are not 
just bolting edtech onto the existing way of doing things but using the new software to 
change how pupils and teachers spend their time. Both, it seems, get more productive. 
For many decades educational innovators have happily anticipated the end of “factory 
model”, whereby children of the same age learn from the same teacher in broadly the 
same way, yet the model endures. Now, at least in some places, its days seem numbered. 


Question 11: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 12: Please write the key words:


G. Investors, both philanthropic and otherwise, are excited. Edtech is one of the priorities 
of the investment fund set up by Mark Zuckerberg and his wife, the Chan Zuckerberg 
Initiative (CZI). He wants most American schools to adopt the new sorts of education it 
promises within a decade— and then help spread it worldwide. The combined value of 
the North American and European edtech markets (including further and higher education 
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as well as schools) is set to grow from $75bn in 2014 to $120bn in 2019, according to 
Technavio, a research firm. 


Question 13: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 14: Please write the key words:


H. Research in two fields is shaping the new technology. Artificial intelligence (AI) is letting 
machines learn about the pupils using them by studying the data produced in the 
process. And research drawing on psychology, cognitive science and other disciplines is 
providing practical insight into the “science of learning”. 


Question 15: The theme (heading) of the paragraph is:


Question 16: Please write the key words:


Question: Mention the paragraph alphabet before each heading:


1. Computers did not increase students’ scores in exams.


2. Education Technology has a bright future.


3. Software is both a tutor and a facilitator between student and teachers.


4. The structure of a modern classroom is different from a traditional one.


5. Machines’ failure to shape education in the past.


Question 6: The purpose of Sydney Pressey’s machine was:


• To teach students multiple choice questions.


• Make learning an enjoyable experience.


• Improve the quality of teaching.


• Fillip the introduction of information technology in education industry.


Question 7: Education Technology is being readily accepted by students because:


• It can easily replace teachers.


• It facilitates discussion and debate between teachers and students.


• It improves interaction to meet individual needs of students.


• It imposes a “factory model” on students.
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Question 8: Fill in the blanks in not more than 3 words.


The earliest experiments in using technology to enhance learning started with …(9)…….. 
Later the proliferation of ………(10)…………. raised hopes that classroom experience will 
improve. However, a study in 2015 proved that ………(11)………… had little impact on 
students’ academic performance. The latest software has changed all this. It promises to 
copy the ………(12)……… to teach students and replace the traditional ……(13).……..



